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Dedication 
To Heather Heenehan, 
For teaching us all you have and for making us realize that every little thing we 
do makes a difference to the environment no matter how small the deed. 
)· 
Also to the youth of our generation, 
So that you many learn from our mistakes and experiences to better the 
environment and yourselves. 
Message to Reader: 
This story was created by Corinne Casey, Ellen Wise, and Kendall Ericksen. We are 
students at The University of New England, and created this story to share our 
#ENV104Optimism. We wanted to share with children the importance of the Endangered 
Species Act and how it has protected over 1,600 species that otherwise might be extinct 
today. The whooping crane was one of the first species observed during the 20th century to 
be in danger of extinction. In 1952, only 15 cranes were estimated to be in the wild and 
they no longer were found in North America. The whooping crane was a symbol of public 
awareness that helped lead to the creation of the ESA. Today, there are over 600 
whooping cranes which gives us hope that we can preserve wildlife and the biodiversity of 
our Planet. The creation of the ESA as well as other efforts to protect wildlife have allowed 
the whooping crane as well as 1,600 other species to be here today, and we would like to 
share this optimistic story with you. 
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